
 

 

 
 
 
 
8th October 2018 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Together we have a shared vision for impacting our state and territory and beyond, for Christ.  We have 
a shared commitment to resourcing and supporting one another, and ‘doing together what we can’t do 
separately’.  Together this year we have celebrated our 150th Anniversary – 150 years of advancing the 
Gospel of Jesus together! 
 
At our recent Assembly we continued a significant discussion about what it means to affiliate together 
as an Association of churches, part of which includes our financial commitment to shared ministry and 
mission.  I also drew attention to a significant new challenge we currently face.  Baptist Insurance 
Services, previously a contributor to our budget through the surpluses from insurance business, has 
needed to change the structure of its operations.  It is no longer able to charge an administration fee in 
its insurance renewals, and this was reflected in its recent renewal invoices.   
 
There are 2 implications of this. Firstly, your church’s insurance premiums have stayed similar (or slightly 
under) 2017/18 levels, even though the underlying cost of the insurance has increased by over 20% in 
the current year.  Secondly, there is a substantial reduction of income to the Association of approximately 
$500,000 in 2018/19. 
 
This is on top of the fact that total contributions from churches to our collective ministry through the 
Association have remained static at between $1.4m and $1.5m for the last 2 decades.   
 
In view of these realities, we are requesting your church to consider 2 things: 
 
1. Increase your church’s current year financial support for the Association.  Many churches will have 

budgeted for an expected increase in insurance premiums this year, which has not eventuated.  
Would you consider redirecting these savings to the Association, or otherwise make an increased 
contribution as you are able? 
 

2. Include an increased contribution to the Association’s ministry in your next budget.  Churches whose 
financial year follows the calendar year will be formulating their 2019 budget now; others with July-
June budget years will do this in the new year.  Some time ago our Assembly agreed to ask churches 
to set aside 5% of their general income to support the work of the Association.  If your church is yet 
to move to that level of contribution, can I ask you to prayerfully seek to increase your support to 
move to this in 2019.  For those churches who already give beyond this amount, can I invite you also 
to increase your financial partnership, building on an already strong contribution level. 

 
We recognize too that the financial capacity of some of our churches in regional areas are being impacted 
significantly by the ongoing drought and it is a challenge even to maintain their current contributions.  Can 
I invite our churches not impacted in this way to assist with an increased financial commitment on behalf 
of our sister churches, so we might stand together according to our capacity in the midst of this challenge. 
 
Our Association vision champions the work of your local church, helps to equip and support you, and is 
dedicated to your ministry flourishing.  There is a growing sense of momentum for what God is doing 
among us as we work together for his Kingdom.  We look to continue to sustain and expand our shared 
ministry through the support and resourcing of leaders and churches across our state and territory. 
 
I realise for some churches it would be helpful to gain a deeper understanding of the ministry of the 
Association as you consider furthering your support.  If I or the Association team can assist by providing 
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further information or connecting with your church about this, we would love to do so.  Please contact 
myself or our Communications Manager, Aaron Veart, at aveart@nswactbaptists.org.au.   
 
Thank you for your partnership as we Advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ together.  
 
 
Blessings, 
 

 
Steve Bartlett 
Director of Ministries | NSW & ACT Baptist Churches 
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