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Dear Church Leader,

Information from Assembly Council  
regarding next steps in the Affiliation Discussion &  
Notices of Motion received for the 7 September 2019 Assembly

SUMMARY
•  A process for discussing the concept of  an Affiliation Agreement and 

the Baptist tenet of  Freedom of  Conscience was proposed at the May 
2019 Assembly.

•  On 6th June a Notice of  Motions for this upcoming Assembly was received 
(attached) regarding churches and ministers who no longer support the 
foundational beliefs, objects and values of  the Association. A key current 
concern of  those bringing the Notice of  Motions is the scenario where  
a church or accredited/recognised minister no longer holds to the 
Association’s statement in its Values concerning marriage as between a 
man and a woman.

•  Those moving the motions have agreed for them to be introduced and 
laid on the table at this Assembly, to enable a process of  discussion 
and engagement on these matters to occur.

•  An amended version of  the previously proposed discussion process is 
now planned. This will involve opportunities for feedback into the practical, 
pastoral and theological issues which may be related to the issues 
raised in the Notice of  Motions. It will include discussion around shared 
values and freedom of  conscience. This way forward will comprise: 

 - appointment of  a taskforce to shepherd the process, 
 - a series of  forums and opportunities for feedback,
 - a report back from the taskforce by May 2020 Assembly, and 
 - a June or September 2020 Assembly discussion and vote on the Motions
•  The draft Affiliation Fee Proposal tabled at May 2019 Assembly has been 

updated and will be circulated to churches in time for this upcoming 
Assembly. It will remain on the table until a future Assembly.

At the May 2019 Annual Assembly, we continued our discussion around 
Affiliation and what it means to belong together. Two papers were tabled 
for consideration. 

One was around a ‘Draft Proposal for an Affiliation Fee’, building on the 
current aim of  churches contributing 5% of  general income to the collective 
work of  our Association. Discussion and feedback was obtained and the 
Assembly Council has taken that feedback and prepared a further draft 
proposal, which will be brought to this Assembly for consideration. This 
feedback, FAQs and the revised proposal will be released to churches in 
the near future.
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The other paper was around the concept of  an ‘Affiliation Agreement and the Baptist Tenet of Freedom of  
Conscience’. A way forward to engage discussion on this issue was outlined which was intended to include:
•  Production of  a resource for the conversation by a capable Taskforce appointed by Assembly 

Council, exploring the theological, historical and contemporary perspectives on the issue of  
Freedom of  Conscience in Baptist life. To be released by the end of  the year.

•  A variety of  opportunities for feedback and discussion across the movement
•  Refining of  proposed ways forward leading to the emergence of  an assembly-preferred way forward 

which is then discussed, refined and affirmed by Assembly.

It is anticipated that this process will take more than 12 months and should not be rushed, while at the 
same time should be progressed steadily, including discussion at both Assemblies in 2020.
       (MAY 2019 ASSEMBLY GUIDE, P35)

On 6th June, a Notice of  Motions was received for the September Assembly from the Chatswood, 
Wollongong, Castle Hill, Campbelltown and Newtown churches. These motions propose that actions 
be taken regarding affiliated churches that no longer support the foundational beliefs, objects and 
values of  the Association, and accredited and recognised ministers who no longer subscribe to the 
Association’s basic doctrines, objects and values. They also propose that Assembly Council be directed 
by Assembly to make whatever changes are necessary to the Property Trust Act to ensure that churches 
ceasing to be affiliated with the Association can still have occupation and use of  their property, as long 
as they continue to uphold the basic doctrines set out in the Baptist Union of  NSW Incorporation Act.

For transparency, as indicated in the explanation prepared by the churches bringing the Notice of  Motions, 
a key current concern of  those churches is the scenario where a church or accredited/recognised minister 
chooses to no longer hold to the Association’s statement in its Values concerning marriage as between a 
man and a woman.

Discussions have taken place with representatives of  those bringing this Notice of  Motions, and Assembly 
Council. As a result of  those discussions:

1.  The intention is that the motions be presented at this Assembly and questions for clarification 
be answered, but that the motions be ‘laid on the table’ and not voted on at this Assembly.

2.  Assembly Council proposes that the process of  discussion around affiliation and freedom of  
conscience brought to the May 2019 Assembly be amended. The Council desires to provide adequate 
opportunities for member churches in the Association to prayerfully listen and speak into the motions 
and the practical, pastoral and theological issues which may be related to them. 

The Assembly Council proposes that prior to May 2020 a series of  forums be conducted in various 
locations to discuss the motions and the issues which may relate to them. A taskforce of  suitable persons 
will be appointed by Assembly Council to shepherd the discussion process. This group would decide 
the most effective way to run the forums and work on questions that will help forum participants grapple 
with the issues. They may also recommend some preliminary material if  it seems helpful for the process.

The taskforce would then provide a report to the May 2020 Annual Assembly reflecting key thoughts and 
ideas which were common in the forums. 

At an Assembly subsequent to the May 2020 Annual Assembly – either a Special Assembly in June 2020 
or at the normal Ordinary Assembly in September 2020 – the motions would be discussed and voted 
on. By this time there could be confidence that there had been adequate opportunity for Assembly to 
grapple with the issues as it makes decisions on the motions presented.

Please note that there is no proposal to change the Association’s stated position on the nature 
of marriage. The Association’s position on marriage has been affirmed in recent years, and there 
is no move to amend that position.
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•  Document Tabled: 
‘Draft Proposal for an Affiliation Fee’

•  Way forward discussed regarding  
‘affiliation agreement and the Baptist  
tenet of  freedom of  conscience’

May 2019May 2019 Assembly

•  Notice of  Motions introduced & tabled
•  Proposed way forward for discussion 

outlined

Sept 2019September 2019 Assembly

•  Report from Taskforce  
tabled and clarifying discussion

May 2020Taskforce Report

•  Tabled Document –  
‘Draft Proposal for an Affiliation Fee’ 
revisited

June/Sept 
2020  

– Forward
Affiliation Fees Revisited

•  Notice of  Motions received regarding 
churches and ministers who no longer 
support the foundational beliefs,  
objects and values of  the Association.

June 2019 Notice of Motions

•  Forums and other opportunities  
to feedback into the issues 

• Report prepared by Taskforce

Sept 2019 
to May 2020 Forums & Report

•  Notice of  Motions  
discussed and voted on

June/Sept 
2020 Notice of Motions

Time Line


