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Westbury Baptist Church 
(Pastoral Search) 

 
 
The Westbury Baptist Church community is looking for a new Pastor and family to commence 
early in the 2022 Year. We hope the following information gives you some idea of the context and 
the sort of person we are looking for to work with the church community to lead us into the 
future.  
 
The ‘Core Beliefs’ section of the documentation will give you some idea of the elements of the 
Christian faith that are important to us and that bind us together. Clearly, the list is not exhaustive. 
 
We believe that God has set aside someone to fill this role and we would welcome the opportunity 
to hear from you and to talk through any questions you might have about the position, the 
township and how we might ‘make HIM better known’. The documents make it clear that we are 
prepared to explore options around the role with prospective applicants. 
 
Westbury is uniquely placed in so many ways. We are close to Launceston, which has all the major 
services of the second largest city in Tasmania and which is also the commercial heart of Northern 
Tasmania. We are close to a major airport and to the Devonport ferry terminus for the Spirit of 
Tasmania Service. There is potential for future population growth in Westbury both as a dormitory 
suburb of Launceston, but also as a light industrial hub on the major highway between the Port of 
Burnie and Hobart. 
 
The Westbury Baptist Church has a strong evangelical legacy and we are seeking to fulfil God’s will 
by revitalising that mission, as well as servicing the human and spiritual needs of the congregation 
and the local community. 
 
We are open to new possibilities and we look forward to hearing from you.  
 
Any approach should be made through the Tasmanian Baptist Union.  
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Westbury Baptist Church Profile 
‘To know Christ better and to make Him better known’ 
 
1. Westbury Township 

Westbury Baptist Church is located in the beautiful and historic township of Westbury, about 25 
minutes from Launceston, the second largest city in Tasmania. The Western Tiers provides a stunning 
backdrop to this rural township that services the local agricultural community and is increasingly, a 
dormitory suburb of Launceston. 

 
The township is reasonably well serviced with a brand new IGA, a number of cafes/coffee shops/take-
aways, a public primary school, a gourmet butcher, several small hardware/rural supplies businesses, a 
pharmacy, a hotel, a distillery, the RSL Club, a Dental surgery and two Doctors surgeries. It is also a 
small industrial hub of sorts, and is centrally located to ports, highways and the major urban centres in 
Tasmania. Housing construction and Pharmaceuticals (morphine from poppies) feature prominently. 
The State Government has proposed that a prison be built on Birralee Road on the outskirts of 
Westbury. Launceston is the second largest city in Tasmania and is well serviced with every 
amenity/service. 
 
Westbury hosts a number of tourist attractions including Pearn’s Steam World which holds an amazing 
collection of old steam and farm equipment, as well as Australia’s only reputed traditional village 
green. 
 

2. Westbury Demographic (Census Data 2016) 
Westbury has a population of around 2000 people. The median age is 50 years. There are equal 
numbers of men and women from mainly English, Australian and European backgrounds. Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander people make up 2.5% of the population.  
 
Over a quarter of the population are over 65+ years and 16% under 15 years of age. English is the 
dominant language spoken at home and 2/3 of the population claim to be Christian, mainly Anglican 
and Catholic. Roughly 2/3 are married or in a defacto relationship. Half the couple families in Westbury 
do not have children, 35% have children, and 13% are one-parent families. Of the one-parent families, 
77% are female and 23% male. 
 
Of all households, 66% were family households, 32% were single person households and 2% were 
group households. In Westbury, 32% of households had a weekly household income of less than $650 
and 5% of households had a weekly income of more than $3000. Home and car ownership is the norm 
with generally two people living in a 3 bedroom house and 40% of private dwellings owned outright. 
 
Over 40% of the population are in work with 50% of people in full time work. Occupations range across 
the full gamut from professional to labouring jobs, with the levels of education largely allied to trades, 
management, community and service roles, and labouring jobs. 

 
3. Westbury Housing Market 
 The median house price in June was $357,500 for a three bedroom home and $604,500 for a four 
 bedroom home. The rental market is tight at the moment with the median rent around $388 per week. 
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4. The Church Building (53 Franklin Street)   
 Westbury Baptist Church was completed in 2003. It is a modern, open and welcoming multi-function 
 facility. Features of the building include an auditorium to seat 60-80+ people, a commercial style 
 kitchen which can cater for gatherings and community groups, and a large sunny foyer, ideal for group 
 meetings. 

 
There is a facility for young children with an enclosed playroom. The Church building also includes a 
couple of consulting rooms, which have the potential to be used by health care professionals or 
community services. The building is called ‘Parklands’. 
 

5. Westbury Baptist Church Demographic 
Many Westbury Baptist Church members have strong ties to the land and have been farmers or have 
grown up around farms. As a consequence, there is a distinctive ‘can do’ attitude and resilience found 
in our church community and whilst we have an aging demographic, humour is never very far from the 
surface. More importantly, our congregation is steadfast in their faith and committed to their Christian 
beliefs. Many of our oldest members, both men and women, have been elders, deacons (servants) and 
church leaders in a variety of roles over many years. They continue to serve but hunger for a younger 
cohort to take up the cross and put their shoulder to the wheel. 
 
We currently have 36 members (up to half are active) and around 30 attendees (about half attend on a 
semi regular basis). We have an aging demographic (around half of the congregation or more are over 
80).  
 

6. History to the Establishment of the Westbury Baptist Church 
Westbury Baptist Church has deep evangelical roots that go all the way back to the early 1870s, when 
the great preacher, the Rev C.H. Spurgeon, began sending out young students from his Pastors' College 
in England. Spurgeon's son, Thomas, visited Tasmania five times between 1878 and 1890. The 
generosity of Mary Ann and William Gibson, wealthy pastoralists of Native Point, Perth, made this 
possible. They paid for the passage of these men, as well as contributing to the cost of building 
churches, chapels, halls and manses.  
 
The essence of the Spurgeon tradition was an unashamed, powerful, and evangelistic preaching 
tradition ... Spurgeon's men and the Gibsons were ambitious doers rather than thinkers (Rowston 
2011). The Blackwood Church was opened in 1879 following representation to the Gibsons in 1878 
from Thomas Spurgeon and Mr Harry Wood. The Liffey Church followed in 1881, Bracknell Church in 
1884, and the Cluan Church opened in 1906.  
  
These four churches became the Bracknell District Baptist Churches (BDBC). By the late 1950’s/early 
1960’s, Mr Harold West commenced monthly Sacred Singing at the Westbury Town Hall supported by 
Mr Jack Gillam and members of all the other Westbury churches. These nights continued into the 
1980’s. 
 
In the early 1990’s, a number of Cluan Church members formed the view that they should hold church 
services in Westbury. As a consequence, the Westbury Baptist Church Fellowship commenced in 1991 
as an outreach from the BDBC. They held services, first monthly and then fortnightly in the Westbury 
Town Hall Supper Room, and then later, in the Westbury Community Health Centre.  
 
In March 1992, the BDBC purchased a 2 acre block in Westbury and it was this collective vision, 
sponsorship and financial support that saw the establishment of the Westbury Baptist Church on 14th 
June 2003.  
 
Like many churches in Tasmania, Westbury Baptist Church has an aging demographic and is facing the 
very real prospect of further decline in the coming years. Over the past seven years, there has been a 
focus on solid biblical teaching led by Pastor Michael Ritchie. Michael is retiring at the end of this year 
and the Westbury Baptist Church has been wrestling with what we might do in the future, to build on 
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the strong historical foundations of outreach, that is bone, marrow and sinew to our collective 
heritage. There are still strong family links within the congregation to those ‘doers’ that established 
those churches in the BDBC. 
 
Planning has been ongoing for many months now. On Sunday 11th July 2021, Church members 
supported the proposition that the Westbury Baptist Church would reaffirm our focus on outreach, 
with a view to ‘making Him better known’ in the Westbury community. In practical terms, this means 
that we intend to commit a significant proportion of our resources to employing a full time Pastor, 
who has the ability to develop strong relationships into the community and who primarily, has a gift 
and a passion for mission. We are looking for a person with a young family, who will live in Westbury 
and commit to at least four years. It is our very prayerful ambition to build a church that is relevant, 
outward looking and willing to become the ‘hands and feet’ of Christ. 
 
This is clearly a vision dependent on God and the desire of our Church to fulfil what we are all called to 
do. We would be fishers of men/women. Like our Christian forbears, we aspire to be doers. God 
willing. 

 

7. The Westbury Baptist Church Plan (Envisioning the Future 2022-2025) 
 7.1  Seek volunteers to form a Prayer Group whose single focus every week is to seek God’s  

  purpose and blessing to ‘Make Him better Known’ in Westbury, to pray for understanding about 
  what needs there are in Westbury, and to pray for the future of Westbury Baptist Church. 

 7.2  Establish a ‘Call Committee’ to employ a new Pastor at the Westbury Baptist Church.  As part of 
  that work, undertake a program of visitation to those churches in Tasmania who are actively  
  involved in mission/pastoring and have demonstrated church growth. 

 7.3  Plan for the Employment of a full time Pastor located in Westbury who has the ability to develop 
  strong relationships into the community and who primarily has a gift and a passion for mission. 

 7.4  Develop a realistic strategy for community engagement in Westbury. Seek volunteers and form 
  a small group to identify opportunities in the Westbury community to be the  hands and feet of 
  Jesus. 

 7.5  Foster Fellowship and Support within the Westbury Baptist Community. Examples   
  include: 

• Implement an Information and Prayer Chain. 

• Develop opportunities to be a welcoming and hospitable church. 

• Implement a Hospitality Sunday Program for those interested to provide an opportunity for 
the church to fellowship together. 

• Provide an opportunity for members of the church to participate in the Alpha Program 
through the creation of Home Church Groups (up to 8 people). These groups would meet in 
homes and share a meal every 2-3 weeks and work through the program, as well as come 
together for worship, prayer and fellowship 

• Develop a calendar of fellowship activities. 
 7.6  Plan for the following Promotional Measures to advertise Westbury Baptist Church in  
  association with the appointment of the new pastor. Examples include: 

• Erect an electronic Noticeboard adjacent to the road, outside the church, to promote 
activities, service times etc. 

• Ensure street signs are prominent and note the location and direction to Westbury Baptist 
Church 

• Consider the possibility of changing the signage at the front of the church to say Westbury 
Family and Community Church 

• Advertise the Westbury Baptist Church in a variety of Media 
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8. Current Westbury Baptist Church Activities 2021 
  

Sunday Service 
 Services are held every Sunday commencing 10.00am. This is followed by a ‘cuppa’ in the Foyer area. 

The format of the church service is traditional, as is the nature of worship. But there is a heart for 
change and the desire for younger families to join the congregation.  

  

Kids Club 
Westbury Baptist Church actively supports the local Primary School Chaplain. The Chaplain and her 
family attend Westbury Baptist Church. As part of the Chaplaincy role, the Church sponsors the Kids 
Club, which operates fortnightly on a Thursday between 3.15pm- 3.45pm in the Church building during 
school term. Kids Club caters for primary school aged children. 

 
Chat ‘n Choose 

 This group meets every Thursday morning 9.30am – 12.00pm.  The focus of the meeting is fellowship 
built around a common interest in handcrafts. Morning tea is offered and a short devotional ‘Think 
Spot’ shared by one of the leaders. This group has also been involved in significant fund raising over 
the years. 

  

Regular Bible Study/Prayer Meeting 
 Current practice is that a Prayer Meeting commences 10.00am every Friday and this is followed with a 

Bible Study between 11.00-12.00am. The Pastor is currently responsible for leading the Bible Study. 
  

Mens 8 Ball 
 Mens 8 Ball meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in the Church building to catch up and enjoy fellowship 

with each other. Skill is not a pre-requisite to membership. 
 

9. Westbury Baptist Church Governance 
The Church has updated Constitution and Policy documents that provide guidance to the church 
around membership, the election of church leaders, meetings and general organisational matters. 
 

10. What do we want the Westbury Baptist Church to look like in 2025? 
We are a church focused on God’s word and in particular we want to make Him better known in 
Westbury. Like the Apostle Paul, we will adapt to a changing world and make our message relevant, 
meaningful and contemporary. 
 
We acknowledge our many frailties but we aspire to be a community of believers that is kind, 
compassionate, humble, gentle, patient, helpful to one another and forgiving. We would be thankful, 
prayerfully alert, wise and interesting in the way that we act towards those who are not believers, and 
capable of giving the right answer to everyone. 
 

We are a vibrant, outward looking church with a spiritual presence in Westbury. We are a church that 
is welcoming and encouraging of people. We live lives that reflect love and hope, so much so, that 
people observing us will want to know why. We are supportive of each other, truly love each other and 
welcome productive change. We are a church that doesn’t frighten people away at their first visit. We 
find ways to be the ‘hands and feet’ of Jesus. 
 
We are less interested in what we (personally) want and more focused on practices, worship and ways 
of doing business that ‘bear spiritual fruit’.  We walk away from practices that don’t bear fruit.  
 
We are a congregation of believers with a balanced demographic that includes increasing numbers of 
families with children. We welcome the sound of children crying during the Sunday service.  
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Church Building 

 

 
 
Interior Main Church Hall 
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Job Description Pastor 
 

Primary Responsibilities 
Note: This is a full time position but the Westbury Baptist Church is willing to negotiate alternative 
arrangements to both the hours worked and the duties undertaken. Nonetheless, the Church is determined 
to create a spiritual footprint in Westbury and to meet our goal of ‘making Him better known’. 
 
As pastor, you will provide spiritual leadership to members of the Westbury Baptist Church, but clearly 
there is a strong requirement to network, build strong personal relationships and integrate the church into 
the fabric of the Westbury community.  
 
You will need to develop a range of strategies to engage people and develop constructive opportunities to 
bring people into God’s orbit. Church growth is not the main goal but rather ‘making Him better known’. 
We are a church that needs rejuvenation. The focus must be on determining those areas of need in 
Westbury and in particular, reaching out to families. 
 
Westbury Baptist Church recognises that it will need to adapt and modify existing practices to meet 
changing circumstances. You will work closely with the Leadership Group and ultimately be accountable to 
God and the Church Membership.  
 
It may not be easy for all to relinquish established ways of doing business and as Pastor, you will need to 
navigate issues with love, empathy and good judgement. You will need to be resilient. The Leadership 
Group have undertaken to support whomever they call subject to the usual parameters of transparency, 
fulsome discussion, prayer and goodwill. 
 
Duties include preparing at least 3 weekly sermons/month, preaching and conducting worship services. In 
addition to the Sunday service, the pastor may be called to officiate at weddings and funerals, perform 
baptisms, and provide care and counselling to church members and assist them in times of need. Other 
responsibilities will include visiting members of the Congregation and participating in Church activities as 
required. It is extremely likely that you will be called to extend care to others in the community, and as with 
most things, you will need to balance that role with your other duties.  
 
It is vital however, that you allow time in your busy schedule to allow for extended conversations and 
unexpected relationships that are so characteristic of the messy business that is spreading the Gospel. You 
report to the Leadership Group at the monthly meeting and if required, duties may be re-negotiated to 
better align with need. 
 

Secondary Responsibilities 

1. Leadership/Visioning 
There is an expectation that the Pastor will work with the Leadership Group to lead the Church in refining 
and exploring new opportunities to ‘make Him better known’. This will involve prayer, discussion, 
reflection, listening to both God and others, and discerning God’s will for the Westbury Baptist Church. 
 
The current Church Plan ‘Envisioning the Future 2022-2025’ will be reviewed in 2 years time in line with the 
Church Constitution and Policy Documents. The Pastor will play a key role in implementing the current plan 
as well as communicating details of any future planning processes to the Church Membership. 

 
2. Meetings 
The Pastor will be required to attend Leadership Group Meetings, Church Membership Meetings (including 
the AGM) as well as any Special Meetings as required. 

 



 8 

3. Shared Responsibility 
It will be the responsibility of the Leadership Group to ensure that the Pastor is supported with their 
pastoral responsibilities. Clearly however, it may be the case that not every need will be filled. In such 
instances, the Leadership Group will seek assistance from Church members where possible.  

 
Qualifications 
Applicants must be suitably qualified and possess a current driver’s licence. 
 
Personal Development 
It is expected that the Pastor will work closely with the Tasmanian Baptist Union and local representatives, 
attend meetings, forums and development sessions as required. 
 

Selection of a Mentor 
It is a requirement that an appropriate mentor will support the Pastor. The selection of that mentor will 
involve discussion with the Leadership Group and the Tasmanian Baptist Union. Details of any mentoring 
support are of course private and a matter for the Pastor. 
 

Further Training 
Further training will be supported, subject to discussion with the Leadership Group. 

  
Accountability 

The Pastor is accountable/reports to the Church Members Meeting and the Leadership Group.  

 
Term of Employment 
Westbury Baptist Church is seeking to employ a full time Pastor who will live in Westbury and commit to at 
least four years.  

 
Conditions of Employment 
The Interim Pastor’s position will be a negotiated appointment, in consultation with Tasmanian Baptists. 
The terms and conditions of employment, including allowances, will be in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Baptist Union of Tasmania for accredited pastors. 
 

Pastoral Review 
Current Church policy is that a Pastor Review will take place every five years but consideration will be given 
to changing that condition to a three-year cycle. 

 
*Note 
The Church is looking for a qualified person with a young family, preferably of primary school age, and a 
partner who is supportive to the extent that work, life and/or family commitments will allow. A working 
partnership is very welcome, but not an expectation. 
 
Westbury Baptist Church is a aware that we need to be flexible in our expectations, open to suggestions 
and prepared to be surprised by whatever God provides in answer to our prayers. It is our very prayerful 
ambition to build a church that is relevant, outward looking and willing to become the ‘hands and feet’ of 
Christ’. 
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Skills/Attributes 

 
The Westbury Baptist Church is looking for a full time Pastor with the following mix of skills and attributes. 

We are open to discussing what ‘full time’ ministry might mean but we are determined that the Pastor and 

his family will live in the Westbury environs. 

 

1. A clear calling from God to mission and effectively preach the word of God. 

2. A personal relationship with God, supported by an active prayer life and capacity to be resilient in the 

face of adversity. 

3. A married person with a young family, preferably of primary school age, and a partner who is actively 

supportive to the extent that work, life and/or family commitments will allow. 

4. A person who is approachable, non-judgemental and willing to become part of the Westbury and the 

Westbury Baptist Church community for a period of 3-4 years. 

5. A demonstrated ability to connect with people, build strong personal relationships and share the 

Christian message of hope and salvation in the local Westbury community with a focus on young 

family ministry. 

6. A clear understanding of the needs, aspirations and culture of modern Australia. 

7. A person who wants to lead but is aware of the requirement to work closely with the Leadership 

Group, the Church Membership and other churches in Westbury. 

8. A person who has the capacity to empower, encourage and equip others for ministry. 

9. A person familiar with contemporary issues that challenge our Christian faith and is able to navigate a 

pathway that is true to our core Christian beliefs but in a manner that is compassionate, engaging and 

considered. 

10. A strong belief in the core elements of the Christian faith and the divine inspiration and supreme 

authority of the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. 
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The Core of our Christian Faith 
 

The Bible 

As Christians we’ve placed all our eggs in one basket—the Lord Jesus Christ—and we depend on the Bible 
alone to inform our faith in him. We have strong bibliographic, eyewitness, and external evidentiary 
evidence to believe it is reliable. Archaeology and Prophecy add a further dimension to the evidence, as 
does the fact that forty different human authors wrote the Bible over 1500 years in three different 
languages. They discussed hundreds of subjects. Yet one consistent, non-contradictory theme runs through 
it: God’s redemption through Jesus. (Hank Hanegraaff) 
 
2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness. 
 
2 Peter 1:20-21  Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, 
though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Romans 14:1-23  As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One 
person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who eats 
despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for 
God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own 
master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. One person 
esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully 
convinced in his own mind.  

 
Statement of Faith 
We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
We believe in the Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit in one. 
For our sins, Jesus was crucified and died on the cross. He was buried and on the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven and is now seated at the right hand of the Father, where he will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 
We believe in repentance, the forgiveness of sins, and life everlasting with God our Father. 

 
God the Creator 
Genesis 1:1-2  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
 
Colossians1:16-17  For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for 
him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
 
Hebrews 3:4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 
 
Luke 1:37 For nothing will be impossible with God. 
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Jesus the One Pathway to God through Repentance 
John 14:6   Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me”.    
 
John 3:16-17  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him. 
 
John 10:9  I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 
 
Acts 4:12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved.  
 
John 8:24 Unless you believe that I am who I claim to be, you will die in your sins. 
 
1 John 5:5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:11  For God Has already has already placed Jesus Christ as the one and only foundation, and 
no other foundation can be laid. 
 
1 Timothy 2: 5-6 For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people. 

 
The Centrality of Baptism 
John 3:5  Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born 
of water and the Spirit”. 
 
Acts 2:38  Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Faith and Works  
Ephesians 2:8-10  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  
 
James 2:15-17  Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, 
“Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the 
same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
 
Romans 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 
Mark 5:36 Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” 
 
Romans 10:9  If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 
 
Galatians 2:16 Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of 
the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. 
 
Hebrews 11:1 and 6 To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be certain of the things we 
cannot see. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 
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James 2:8-9  Love your fellow man as yourself. But if you treat people according to their outward 
appearance, you are guilty of sin 
 
James 1:27 “Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” 

 
A Call to Mission 
Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.  
 
Mark 13:10  And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. 
 
Be Relevant and Adapt Practice 
1 Corinthians 9:19-22  I am a free man, nobody's slave; but I make myself everybody's slave in order to win 
as many people as possible. While working with the Jews, I live like a Jew in order to win them; and even 
though I myself am not subject to the Law of Moses, I live as though I were when working with those who 
are, in order to win them.  
 
In the same way, when working with Gentiles, I live like a Gentile, outside the Jewish Law, in order to win 
Gentiles. This does not mean that I don't obey God's law; I am really under Christ's law. Among the weak in 
faith I become weak like one of them, in order to win them. So I become all things to all people, that I may 
save some of them by whatever means are possible. 

 
Be Gracious and Humble (in Ministry) 
Colossians 4:5-6 Be wise in the way you act toward those who are not believers, making good use of every 
opportunity you have. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how to answer everyone. 
 
Proverbs 11:12  Whoever derides their neighbour has no sense, but the one who has understanding holds 
their tongue. 
 
Luke 14:11  For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted. 

 
Be a Practising Example of your Faith 
Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
 
1 Peter 5: 2-3 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is among you, watching over it, not because you must but 
because you want to, and not greedily but eagerly, as God desires. Do not lord it over the people entrusted 
to you, but be examples to the flock. 
 
Fruits of the Spirit and the Primacy of Love 
Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:4  There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, 
just as he determines. 
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1 Corinthians 13:8-10  Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
 
Romans 12:9-21 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another 
in love. Honour one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 
fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s 
people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those 
who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of 
low position. Do not be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  
 
Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to 
avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 
him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good. 
 

The Church Gifted and Unified in Christ 
Ephesians 4: 2-7  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just 
as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and 
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 
 
Ephesians 4: 15-16  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature 
body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-14 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so 
it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 
slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part 
but of many. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:24-26 But God has put the body together, giving greater honour to the parts that lacked 
it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each 
other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it. 
 

The Christian Walk (Love/Honesty/Forgiveness/Caring for People in Need) 
Matthew 22:37-39 Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour 
as yourself’. 
 
1 John 1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and there is no truth in us. 
 
Ephesians 4:31-32  Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 
malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 
 
Matthew 18:21-22 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 
or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but 
seventy-seven times”. 
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Luke 3:11 John says, “…If you have two shirts, give one to the poor. If you have food, share it with those 
who are hungry.” 
 
1 John 3:17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against 
him, how does God's love abide in him? 

 
James 4:11-12  Do not criticise one another, my brothers. Whoever criticises his brother, or judges him, 
criticises the Law and judges it.  
 
James 5:9  Do not complain against one another, my brothers, so that God will not judge you. 
 
Colossians 3:12-17  Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if 
any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put 
on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from 
the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do 
it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
The Pastor Called by God 
Romans 10:15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news!” 
 
The Importance of Meeting Together Regularly 
Hebrews 10:24-25  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
Trusting in God/Acting in Faith 
1 Kings 17:2-6  Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: “Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith 
Ravine, east of the Jordan. You will drink from the brook, and I have directed the ravens to supply you with 
food there.” So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and 
stayed there. The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening, 
and he drank from the brook. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


