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Who we are 

 

Narre Warren Baptist Church (NWBC) is a congregation of Christian believers 
serving the Casey area. We have active English and Spanish speaking 
congregations. 
 
NWBC is part of the City of Casey in the South-Eastern suburbs of Melbourne about 
35 km outside of the CBD. It belongs to a culturally diverse community. 
 
The NWBC building is approx. 2kms from The Fountain Gate Shopping Centre and 
in a medium density residential area, located on the corner of Fox road and Narre 
Warren North road, Narre Warren north.  The church building is located in close 
proximity to other places of worship of various religions.  
  
There is easy and close access to the South eastern Freeway providing easy access 
to Melbourne CBD. 
 
 
 
 

Our Vision 

To glorify God by helping people discover Jesus, develop spiritually and make 
disciples wherever they go. 

 

 

Casey area demographics 

 

Geography 
 

• Casey covers 395 square kilometres of semi-urban and urban areas. 
• Suburbs include Beaconsfield (part), Berwick, Blind Bight, Botanic Ridge, 

Cannons Creek, Clyde, Clyde North, Cranbourne, Cranbourne East, 
Cranbourne North, Cranbourne South, Cranbourne West, Devon Meadows, 
Doveton, Endeavour Hills, Eumemmerring, Hallam, Hampton Park, Harkaway, 
Narre Warren, Narre warren North 

 
Population 
 

• Casey population was 364,000 in 2020, with a projected population of         
390,793 by 2022 and 549,190 by 2041 

• 30-39 is the largest age bracket for population 
• The median age is 34 years. 
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Culture 

• one of the largest number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residents in 
metropolitan Melbourne 

• a high number of residents from refugee or asylum seeker backgrounds 
• residents who speak over 140 different languages 
• residents of more than 120 faiths 

 
Housing 
 

• In 2016 around 72% of households owned or were purchasing their home, 
18.6% were renting and 1.6% were in social housing. 

• There is a new move to high rise residences, particularly around existing local 
shopping centres. 

• Residential development is high particularly in apartment and multi-unit 
developments. 

• Medium weekly rent is $340 
 
 
Employment and education 
 

• There is low unemployment compared with State averages. 
• Casey has high educational and skill levels. 

 
 
Transport 
 

• Cars are the main form of transport. 
• Public transport including trains and buses are easily accessible for the 

community 
• The South Eastern Freeway services the local community with quick and easy 

access to the CBD 
 
 
Income 
 

• Around 7.0% of the population earn an income of more than $1750 per 
week in 2016. 

• Around 19% of the population earned more than $2500 per week in 2016 
• Median weekly household income was $1,554 per week. 

 
 
The location of church attendees, both members and non members is predominantly 
local and within 3-5 kms of the church building for our 10am English service.  For our 
1pm Spanish service, we are a regional church where attendees, both member and 
non-members travel many kilometres to attend the Spanish services and church 
events. 
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Our Story 

 
A brief history of Narre Warren Baptist Church 

 
On July 21, 1990 the first meeting of the Narre Hills Family Church was held at the Narre 
Warren North Community hall.  The church was planted by the Blackburn Baptist Church 
with the support of the Baptist Union of Victoria and both provided crucial help during the 
initial years.  The Rev Chris Pope was the foundation pastor and after a brief period the 
church moved its worship services to the Timbarra Pre-school building.  The church then 
changed its name to Berwick Community Baptist Church.  The Church was constituted as a 
member church of the Baptist Union of Victoria on 12 June, 1992. Chris pastored the church 
for about 5 years. 
 
The Rev Charles Olsen commenced as pastor in mid-1997, and at that time there were only 
15 members and a congregation of 20-25 adults.  Charles was only able to serve full-time as 
pastor because of a subsidy provided by the Baptist Union.  After a couple of years, the 
Casey Council built a community hall that could accommodate up to 200 people next to the 
Pre-school building.  The church was then able to use this hall for services and other 
activities for some years.  The community room in the Pre-school building could only 
accommodate about 40 people so the availability of the new hall was a great opportunity 
for further growth to take place. 
 
The church grew each year over the next decade and developed more and more ministries.  
In the early 2000s the church began to talk about purchasing its own property.  At that time 
the church had about 70 members.  Eventually two acres of land was purchased in Fox 
Road, Narre Warren North with crucial financial help from the Baptist Union, and Baptist 
Financial services (BIF) and construction of a building soon commenced.  The church needed 
to enter into a long-term financial commitment of about $1.8 million to obtain these 
facilities but the church family believed that this was the next step God would have them 
take in establishing God’s church. 
 
About this time the church became aware that the Nazaret Spanish Speaking Baptist Church 
in Dandenong was also planning to purchase their first property, and would be entering into 
a similar financial commitment.  The Nazaret church had commenced at about the same 
time and had also grown to about 100 members.  The Nazaret Church derived its name from 
a church in El Salvador where a number of original members came from to form this new 
church in Melbourne.  Originally the Spanish church was formed as a church plant mission, 
mainly comprising of members that were migrants that lived at a Springvale hostel.  
Members were from Spanish speaking backgrounds. 
 
Discussions commenced between the pastors, then the leadership teams of both churches 
with a view to the churches sharing the new church property as equals, as much as possible.  
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The reason for considering this step was stewardship – making maximum use of God’s 
resources, and that this step would make the church a multi-cultural church. 
 
A two-year partnership agreement was drawn up setting out the basis for our two churches 
sharing the property and ministry together.  The two churches would seek to work together 
as one church.  The partnership meant that we were able to appoint a full-time youth pastor 
and to commence an evening service to strengthen the ministry to young people.  Charles 
Olsen, Antonio Rodriguez and Wally Starchenko formed the new pastoral team.   
 
At the end of the two years both churches agreed to make this partnership permanent by 
merging into one church.   
Initially the new church was known as the Berwick Community Baptist Church and the 
Nazaret Spanish Speaking Baptist church.  But a few years later a new name – Narre Warren 
Baptist Church - was adopted by the members.   
 
The purpose as a church throughout this time is well expressed in these words; 
 Our purpose as a Church is to glorify God by making more disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Everything we do as a Church shall aim at achieving this mission. 
 Definition of a disciple: A disciple commits to obey Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, 

growing in knowledge of God, service for God and sharing in the mission of God.  A 
disciple commits by God’s grace to live a life consistent with the standards of biblical 
teaching, including the support of the church in attendance, prayer, service and giving.  
A disciple commits to live a life in word and deed that is an encouragement to others, to 
know and be like Jesus Christ, and by reflecting in all their relationships the servant-love 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The church grew from 15 members in 1997 to about 250 members (English and Spanish 
members) in 2009, with 400 adults and children attending across 3 congregations.  God 
blessed the church with steady and consistent growth during these years. 
 
 
Previous Pastors 
 
Charles Olsen     - Big impact in the beginning of the church foundation 
Wally Starchenko  - Youth Pastor, very big impact on youth at Sunday  

  night service and youth group 
Lin Rauber - Interim Pastor, very faithful in expounding God’s  

  word, man of the word of God 
Lee Kohler - Very big heart for the unsaved, reaching out in the  

  community, very spirit discerning 
Peter Botross - Senior Pastor Heart for the youth and spiritual growth  

  through discipleship 
Megan Stock  (current) - Associate Pastor then Acting Senior Pastor. A real  

  heart for Pastoral Care 
Tracey McGlashan (current) - Generations Pastor.  Has a real heart and impact for  

  the youth because of God’s interaction in her own life 
Chris McGlashan (current) - Generations Pastor.  Very dedicated 
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Megan Stock came on board as the associate Pastor to Peter Botross and took on the Acting 
Senior pastor role when Peter left.  Megan has been covering many aspects of running the 
church through the COVID period including pastoral visitations, phone contact, zooming, 
preaching, prayer meetings, etc. 
Tracey and Chris have been managing all youth ministries through the COVID period.  Tracey 
has also been on the preaching team and is active in the church social media postings.   
 
Individual discipleship and God’s global church is more important than denominational 
focus. 
 
Turning points 
 
The purchase of land and construction of the new building back in the early 2000’s was a 
very positive turning point in the life of NWBC giving the congregational stability and focus 
of purpose 
 
The leaving of Peter Botross and then the sudden onset of COVID has resulted in the loss of 
a number of members and attendees to the church.  A significant number of young adults 
went with Peter before COVID impacted the congregation.  This has resulted in the need to 
re-build the church youth ministry with the remaining very dedicated leaders they have.  
The church leadership had also undergone significant changes at this time. 
 
 
 

Ministries 

Leading into 2019 the church staff was reduced down from 7 serving pastors to 3 
serving pastors.  In March 2020, COVID had a significant impact on the operations of 
the church, hitting the church community hard.  Many ministries were put on hold 
and even ceased altogether.  The ministries which the church aims to continue with 
are :  
 

English 
 

• Youth ministries – TAG kids, Spark youth 
• Young Adults 
• Mainly Music 
• Boys brigade 
• Girls brigade 
• Pastoral Care 
• Prophetic prayer team 
• Connect Groups 
• Welcome team 
• Worship team 
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Spanish 
 

         Welcome Team 
         Finance (for 1pm service) 
         Youth Ministry 
         Ladies Ministry 
         Sound Team 
         Media & Projection 
         Translation 
         Tag Kids 
         Wednesday Prayer Night 
         Music Ministry 
         Missions Ministry 
         Church Facilities (Templo) 
         Events 
         Sunday Service 
         Prayer/Cell Groups 
         MELO (Food Bank Ministry) 
 
 
 
 

What we believe 

INTIMACY with God 
We develop intimacy with our Heavenly 
Father through genuine worship (John 
15:9-11, Matthew 6, Luke 10:27). 
 
UNITY with people 
We develop oneness with one another 
though sacrificial love. (John 15:12, 
John 17:20-22, 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10). 
 
INTEGRITY in the heart 
We develop Jesus-like character through the 
power of the Spirit (John 15:1-4, Galatians 
5:22-23, 2 Corinthians 3:18). 
 
INFLUENCE in the world 
We influence our world through multiplying 
disciples locally and globally (John 15:16, 
Matthew 5:14-16, 2 Timothy 2:2). 
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 The Divine Inspiration and supreme authority of the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments. 
 

 The existence of One God in Three persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

 The Deity and Incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Son of God, the 
second Person in the Holy Trinity. 
 

 The fallen, sinful and lost estate of all humankind. 
 

 The salvation of men from the penal consequences and the power of sin 
through the perfect obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ, His atoning death, His 
resurrection from the Dead, His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and 
His unchanging Priesthood. 
 

 The immediate work of the Holy Spirit in the regeneration of men, in their 
sanctification, and in their preservation to the Heavenly Kingdom of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

 
 The necessity, in order for salvation, of repentance towards God, and of faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 The Resurrection of the Dead, the final judgement of all men by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 
 The two Ordinances of the Lord Jesus Christ, namely Baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper, which are of perpetual obligation: Baptism being the immersion of 
Believers upon the profession of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and a 
symbol of the fellowship of the regeneration in His death, burial, and 
resurrection; the Lord’s Supper being a memorial, until He comes, of the 
sacrifice of the body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Membership  - Confession of faith in Jesus – born again, full immersion 
baptism and being committed to being part of the fellowship 

The Lords Supper  -  Celebrated once a month to remember and give thanks.  
Jesus gave His body as a sacrifice for our sin and His blood is a covering for our sin.  
Remembering what Christ did for us. 

Baptist Union  - We are under the umbrella of the Baptist union 

Relationship to other churches, denominations - We use our faith in God 
and His service to join, support and encourage other evangelical churches in the truth 
of Jesus 
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Salary, benefits and ministry related expense reimbursement 
 
NWBC is constantly reviewing our ministries. All decisions and directions are made 
in conjunction with the pastors, church leadership and ministry leaders. We follow 
the current Baptist Union of Victoria recommended Stipend and Superannuation 
Contribution guideline. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Church Life 
 
NWBC’s life consists of weekly corporate Sunday worship services at 10am for the English 
congregation and at 1pm for the Spanish congregation. A typical service consists of a 
worship time at the start of the service, followed by announcements and the sermon. 
Worship style could be identified as mainly contemporary. The Kids Church program – TAG 
kids – runs concomitantly with the main church services on Sundays.  

There are numerous ministries active during the other days of the week both during 
daytime and in the evening (Boys Brigade, Girls Brigade, Mainly Music, Spark Youth, Echo 
Adults, Spanish prayer evenings). 

Connect groups meet on a weekly, fortnightly or other scheduled meeting times basis, in 
church member’s homes. 

Church building and grounds care and maintenance is mainly undertaken by volunteers 
from the congregation. 

NWBC is governed on congregational principles. The membership of the church has the 
power to manage all the church’s affairs, with the church meeting being the final authority 
on all matters. 

All the members of NWBC are encouraged to discover and develop their gifts by getting 
involved in various church ministries. 
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Future Ministry Priorities 
 

According to the most recent church survey, conducted in August 2021, a number of 
ministry areas have been identified as “areas of priority”: evangelistic outreach to the local 
community, strengthening the relationships between members, discipleship through Bible 
study and connect groups and young generations ministries (children, youth and young 
adults). 

 

 

 

NWBC’s Vision for Ministry 
 

NWBC exists “to glorify God by helping people to discover Jesus, by supporting its members 
to develop spiritually and by encouraging them to make disciples wherever they go”. 

NWBC has five key focus areas of ministry: 

1. Discovering Jesus – we deliberately connect with our local community to help 
unchurched people discover Jesus 

2. Belonging to the Church – we create a family-like environment where everyone feels 
welcomed, valued and supported to take the next step in belonging to NWBC 

3. Developing holistically in Jesus – we facilitate a learning culture where people 
develop spiritually and reach their full potential in God 

4. Discipling other for Jesus – we equip our people to sacrificially disciple others locally 
and globally 

5. Excellence in operations – we create a safe, high-performing and innovative 
church/workplace environment 
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NARRE WARREN BAPTIST CHURCH                                             

 
 
Pastor Profile                                                                      March, 
2022 
 

Essential qualities 

 Competent Preacher/teacher – effective communicator 
 Devoted to the Bible 
 Sense of call 
 Understands dynamics of conflict and how to face it 
 Relates warmly inside and outside of the church 
 Pastoral heart 
 Experience in working in multi-cultural environments 

 

Desirable qualities 

 A Prayerful person in a growing relationship with God 
 Able to keep confidences 
 Consultative and open to receiving advice 
 Equipper of people 
 Heart for the community 
 Team player 

 

Ministry Skills 

1. A pastor who can nurture a church’s spirituality and help a church to connect more 
deeply with God. 
 

 A Pastor who is passionate about discipleship, grounded in and nourished by God’s 
word. 

 A pastor who is less “program orientated” and more concerned with providing space 
and opportunities for the church and its people to seek God and reflect Jesus Christ. 

 A Pastor who models, teaches and thoroughly engages with disciplined prayer 
(personal and corporate) 

 
2. A pastor who can communicate God’s message in a way that draws a response. 
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 A pastor who is gifted in empowering congregational involvement in the church’s 
communication of the news of Jesus Christ. 

 A pastor who can communicate God’s word in such a way that people hear and 
respond. 

 A pastor who can creatively and simply present the gospel in ways appropriate to 
different generations and different stages of life. 

 

 


